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ABSTRACT 

Diasporic writing has obtained worldwide fascination. Many elements, viz., low monetary status, physical, mental, ethnic, 

social and family quarrels add to the scattering of individuals. Bharti Kirchner, an eminent Indo-American author tests 

diasporic awareness through her talk in her third original Darjeeling. Talk assumes a critical part in elucidating the idea 

of disengagement through her convoluted characters. According to Michael Foucault, … talk is simply the essential 

element of advancement. For the talk of innovation happens when what is said, the 'articulated', turns out to be a higher 

priority than the expression, the 'articulation'. In old style times, scholarly force could be kept up with by way of talking, by 

the influence of the speaker 'talking'. Darjeeling, the focal point of tea business shapes the foundation of the book. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Darjeeling investigates how relocation renders various encounters new pages of words articulated by progressive, 

definitive, resigned and cutthroat mouths in the light of unobtrusive portrayals. In this original Darjeeling diasporization 

emerges from Pranab Mullick, a youthful progressive and administrator of Gupta tea domain barges in the cheerful 

existence of Gupta family which is driven by Bir, a specialist cum finance manager. Bir's two girls Aloka and Sujata are 

liable to Pranab's heartfelt moves which will in general make many waves in the group of Bir. Pranab prompts the tea 

laborers to request wage climb, clinical office, and quality schooling from the owner, Bir. His commitment with Aloka, the 

effortless oldest girl of Bir doesn't thwart his advancement to turn the specialists against his future dad in-law.  

Aloka neglects to uncover Pranab's genuine person to her dad in view of her adoration for Pranab. Pranab's 

despicable nature peeps through his contact with Sujata without any Aloka who is occupied with her cousin's wedding. 

Things take a contort when Pranab orders a hit with the tea laborers which exceptionally chafes Bir. Besides Bir goes to the 

degree of utilizing hooligans to kill Pranab. Nina, the capable and adorable mother of Bir attempts to fix things and save 

the head of Pranab whose life stands valuable to her to lead the wedding of Aloka and Pranab. Nina is dubious of a 

particularly unfortunate connection among Sujata and Pranab.  

"Was an undertaking a chance? Would Pranab, Aloka'sdarling, the fate of family, take the enourmous bet of an 

illegal tryst with Sujata, taking a chance with the consolidated fury of his own family and that of the persuasive Guptas? 

What might urge him to stroll through that fire? (52) The above questions raised by Nina remark on the social code 

anticipated from the adolescent society. Nina's choice to send Sujata to Canada illuminates her affection for the honor of 

the family when she awakens to the illegal undertaking among Pranab and Sujata. The talk of separation begins with 
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Sujata. Her issue with this idea is tossed to the breezes. Having no information on the genuine disaster at home, Aloka 

demands Pranab to leave Darjeeling right away. Pranab' s obstruction is seen in his inquisitive assertions. His upheaval of 

outrage is delivered in the accompanying lines: Do you get how the tea bequest affects me? I'm a plant specialist. I know 

precisely when the shrubberies will grow new leaves, when their underlying foundations are starting to dry out, how much 

pruning each need.  

My cherished time when I watch the dawn from the field encompassed by the hedges. I get a comprehensive 

feeling of when this is about. (84) Love for nativity is instilled in the blood of Pranab. Besides his nostalgic connection to 

the tea home and his parental consideration to the tea leaves engraves to him. Comparative is the condition with Sujata. 

Pranab's outcast in America on May 1 is very compulsory. He observes it hard to be removed from the natural heaven of 

Darjeeling which fills in as his support. Like the two distinct sides of the coin, life offers different encounters to Aloka and 

Pranab. New York represents a danger to the existence of Pranab though Aloka attempts adjust to the clever conditions of 

the new city. Notwithstanding her battles, Aloka can grin and stands up though Pranab falls effectively while confronting 

obstacles from the unfamiliar appearances. His constrained separation presents constrained grin all over. Aloka can never 

infiltrate the profound aggravation in the psyche brain of Pranab. Migration of Aloka doesn't happen because of her low 

monetary status however it is a result of the family ties. As she has been supported in the custom of Bengali perseverance, 

it is difficult for her to quantify disturbance in the hearts of American ladies. Aloka's unpleasant involvement in the server 

in America does not the slightest bit ruin her endeavor to get a stable situation in New York.  

Her impermanent occupation as a sitter, henna craftsman, truck embellishments salesman and award author for 

New York University doesn't debilitate her. However, Manhattan enchanted the hearts of the well-to-do society, it likewise 

engaged the unjustifiable average people. Bharti Kirchner says that "If New York caused them to feel little, unimportant, 

and disliked, it likewise offered them a more extensive, more magnified feeling of what was conceivable. (91).  

Aloka's irritated brain and her pitiable condition is communicated along these lines: Despite all the fervor and 

curiosity, now and again she ached to get back to the existence she had abandoned. She called this the settler condition. 

Never to giggle the most unfathomable conceivable snicker or give oneself over to the potential outcomes of life in another 

land without the niggling consciousness of an ambiguous disappointment, bound to discover in each feast a missing course. 

(91) Pranab misses the genuine gaiety of existence with his uprooted area. His interest in both individual and public life 

outfits neither fortune nor genuine serenity. Other than abandoning his genuine home Darjeeling, he blisses to lose his 

character and surprisingly his awareness of what's actually funny. Any place he goes he is kicked like a ball. Richard 

Jenkins in his Social Identity remarks on character. … character involves cycles of distinguishing proof that don't decide, 

in any sense, what people do. Individual conduct is a complex and continually developing mix of preparation, 

extemporization and propensity, affected by passionate reactions, wellbeing and prosperity, admittance to assets, 

information and world-see, the effect of the conduct of others, and different variables. (9) He admirer Sanskrit which he 

accepts will uphold him monetarily in future. In any case, things joy in opposition to his assumptions. His application for 

the post of Professor of Sanskrit gets dismissed. Subsequent stage to show Bengali likewise winds up in disaster. Having 

his moorings in Darjeeling, he isn't happy with any calling. He announces that "Everything I do is stuff envelopments and 

document request papers like an anonymous robot.  

 



Quest of Social Identity in Bharti Kirchner's ‘Darjeeling’                                                                                                                     45 
 

 
Impact Factor(JCC): 6.0897 – This article can be downloaded from www.impactjournals.us 

 

In Darjeeling, I was a pioneer" (92). Almost the vast majority of the ostracizes experience the aggravation of not 

going to the incineration of their darlings. Aloka, being isolated from her dad because of the confusions in her family, 

botches the once in a lifetime chance of seeing her forever. Her curious psyche reflects what made Bir so fierce against 

Pranab. Kirchner's series of inquiries emphasize this thought. Following several years, Aloka is equipped for setting up her 

prominent remain as a columnist for Manhattan, India with an advancement. Inside a limited capacity to focus time, she 

becomes one with the various transfers whose house is New York. A great deal of changes have inundated Pranab. 

Migration has decreased his delights and restricted his reality. His persuasive nature ends up being still, vivacious face into 

dangerous face, hearty giggling into a simple laugh. The term 'claustrophic jail' is provocative to pinpoint the aggravation 

in the place of Pranab. Tea, the previous blend of satisfaction in Darjeeling has quit satisfying him in New York. 

Pranab's tragic encounters with the old witch and the server embarrass him much. The topic of outcast is joined 

with the person portrays. The state of going through hurt from the outsider society takes its undeniable structure in the 

depiction of Pranab and Aloka. His affection for Indianness makes him irritated when his clients examine just New York 

club scenes, spending plan get-away, the securities exchange and so forth yet not Indian safeguard financial plan, its press, 

etc. Pranab's hatred over his deficiency of self-character in an outsider land makes him express that "They don't provide me 

with the appropriateness of a look, Aloka, ...I'm imperceptible" (97). The immense city turns out to be so little with its 

crude and fierce social request. Kirchner's language is so adept to depict the unfortunate affinity between the couple and 

they are contrasted with two birds set in independent enclosures. The creator's correlation suits well. His zing for moving 

out of the place where there is banish is clear in the accompanying words: "I haven't tracked down another specialty since 

the time I left Darjeeling. Here I only exist, skimming from one action to another, however I keep the majority of the 

stifled. It resembles I've lost my compass. I should discover it and get my course back. Furthermore, I can just do that all 

alone" (99).  

Pranab's customary outlook denies him to be put in some other geological climate. According to uncle Umesh, 

Aloka needs to adjust the course of her life. However, she is confused with respect to whether Pranab would require a 

philosophical reply or absence obviously may be the certifiable explanation. Aloka's talk is brimful of cross examination in 

the midst of uproar and feelings. She questions him where she turns out badly. Pranab's disregard of Aloka has its grounds 

in his upheaval of phrasing. I'm not the man you experienced passionate feelings for, Aloka, Maybe I never was that man. 

Goodness, indeed, you saw a few characteristics in me that you enjoyed, framed those into an admired picture, then, at that 

point, adored that picture. Yet, you never knew how troubled the genuine me was. My life has been diminished to a 

repetitive ticking of the heart, that's it. He gulped hard and continued. Unfortunately wedding you hasn't given me the 

delighted life I'd expected. I don't rest soundly around evening time. I convey a full heap of bitterness in me.  

The aggravation is significantly more deplorable in the daytime. Yet, how might I anticipate that you should get 

that? You're such a triumph. (100) His hesitance to live with her is a certain indication of his affection for Sujata. His open 

expression to unequivocal revultion towards Aloka makes him request even separation from her. Examining Sujata's 

profession in Canada, a constrained movement, we see in her gigantic development in her public life. She could well build 

up a name for her as a presumed tea industrialist through Gupta Golden Tip. Victoria, the well-known hotel remunerates 

her deficiency of Darjeeling which makes her movement endurable and fulfilling. Tea has turned into her life's energy at an 

early age. Sujata's way of life, a resurrection bears the cost of the multitude of conveniences in Canada. She is thankful to 

Nina for making her beginning her own tea business there. Nina, Sujata's grandma's choice to commend her 81st birthday 
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has a genuine rationale of joining Pranab and Aloka and the two sisters. Her grandmother's solicitation to Darjeeling cools 

Sujata's heart which is loaded with an extraordinary void which she desires to be loaded up with the warm love of Pranab. 

Sujata's reaction to her grandma uncovers her substitute Canada as a lady of certainty, engage, refinement, achievement or 

more each of an equivalent to Aloka whom she has consistently considered as her rival.  

Nina's musings of deleting the complaints in her granddaughters with the progression of opportunity arrives valid 

toward the finish of the book. Aloka composes an article which mirrors up the outsider condition exhaustively. She says 

that dispersal causes an individual to lose his self-personality and the foreigners hunger for a day to day existence they 

have lost and neglected. Pranab's exile doesn't diminish his energy for Sujata. His letter brimming with affectionate notes 

for Sujata shocks Aloka. Eva Pavlova, the personal companion of Sujata gives great guiding to her asking her not to dirty 

the existence of Aloka and quit continuing her connection with Pranab in Darjeeling. Both Sujata and Eva Pavlova go 

through untold misery due to their single life. Life of ejection in Victoria provided just material solaces to Sujata yet no 

triumph in Sujata's own life.  

Sujata could vanquish Canada with her sharpness of mind, commitment, hardwork and enthusiasm for tea. The 

horrendous feelings of staying single fall as the wilting leaves. "Dejection was a jail from which she and Eva were both 

attempting to get away. No measure of business achievement, no proportion of simple living in this dazzling city could 

compensate for that annoying void in their lives. In that they were equivalent, simpatico." (140) Bharti Kirchner's portrayal 

runs as smooth as the rocks that don't hamper the progression of story at any expense. The permission of specific auxiliary 

characters like Jahar help for the satisfaction of the idea of the book. Sujata's relationship with Mreenal Bose, a person 

working at Comsys in Seattle bombs eventually. His assumption to wed a customary young lady caring him and his family 

doesn't coordinate with Sijata's desire to maintain the tea business. Yet, Aloka's connection with Jahar, a night gatekeeper 

at the ABC working from Ahmedabad ends up being very good.  

Her presentation as a land representative and her name as Parveen don't harm their interconnection rather clears 

way for the development of their bond. Jahar fills in as an epitome of adoration, honesty, and wellspring of joy. Aloka fails 

to remember her break with Pranab in the shower of the straightforward love of Jahar and his awareness of what's actually 

funny. Be that as it may, her longing to be joined with Pranab in Darjeeling on the event of Nina's 81 birthday festivity 

appears to be conflicting. Pranab's sweet recollections of Darjeeling are covered where it counts his brain. As opposed to 

Eva's explanation that time and nonattendance digress every one of the relations, Sujata immovably accepts that time 

would join her with Pranab.  

Pranab's shrewdness nature to abuse both Aloka and Sujata at long last outcomes in breakdown. Bharti Kirchner 

leaves examination of characters and the philosophy to be grasped by the perusers. It is the peruser's obligation to see who 

is capable, solid, week and prevailing. He is hoodwinked by both Aloka and Sujata. Aloka's inclination to live with Jahar 

notwithstanding his monetary, scholarly and economic wellbeing records her desire to favor her own course of life. Sujata 

tries to overcome Pranab by her purpose not to meet him in future but rather things happen in opposition to her 

assumptions. Pranab himself figures out how to change his life in the wake of meeting Aloka. Aloka's words 

extraordinarily affect him which drives him even to the degree of leaving for New York. He needs to begin another life 

utilizing the directing power of Aloka. He even requests Sujata's grace for having ruined her.  
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However, New York didn't outfit splendid opportunities for him to develop, he needs to return there assisting with 

landing new position and new life. Change of Pranab makes a beneficial outcome upon the respectable characters. Sujata 

and Aloka's expertise in dynamic is adequately strong to show the successors. The female society demonstrates itself to be 

smart that it doesn't give up to the phony male individuals from the book. His vain nature gradually changes into lowliness 

and deliberateness. Sujata uncovers her feeling of appreciation to Pranab for his advantage in tea laborers. She expresses 

that in case he was somewhat quiet in his methodology he would have prevailed in his objective and Sujata would not have 

lost her dad. Being a lady Sujata wavers to take accountable for tea business in Darjeeling. Neena's consolation adds tonic 

to her. Nina believes Sujata to be the ideal individual to work together in Darjeeling and render extraordinary support of 

ladies tea pluckers. She has incredible trust in Sujata's information about the dirt, the geology, the bugs and the machines. 

her equivalent. Sujata sheds her feeling of inadequacy. Intelligibility and resonant words make up the clever an 

extraordinary achievement. The portrayal runs as delicate as the delicate showers of downpour which adds charm to crafted 

by workmanship. 
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